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Preliminary proposal for project, Interreg IIIB Northern Periphery:

Development of methods for and implementation of Spatial Development in Northern Europe

Background

Spatial Development and Spatial Planning have been developed as a method in EU during a long period. It has resulted in ESDP, ”European Spatial Development Perspective, Towards Balanced and Sustainable Development of the Territory of the EU”. The document has been processed in the EU countries and is an important background for the Interreg Programmes in EU. One of the ambitions is to spread the method and to inspire to transnational development work.

In the northern part of EU there have been some problems with using methods of Spatial Development in transnational Interreg Projects. One of the reasons for this can be that there are no traditions of using the method on local and regional level. Different parts of EU have very different conditions for the work with local and regional development. In the countries there are also different planning tradition and legislation. 

Northern Europe has some special living conditions. The population density is low compared to the central and southern parts of the countries, and extremely low compared to that of other EU countries. Subsequently there are grave consequences with high costs for public and private service, for the transport of people and goods and for small business to get access to the commercial markets. Traditional industry and farming do not create new jobs like they used to. The low population density does not favour the creation of new businesses. Communications tend to follow a north-south axis, aiming at the capitals, and do not always connect people in the neighbouring regions and countries.
These conditions make it important to develop methods for Spatial Development that is adapted for this region. The region needs exchange of knowledge and experience in the field of Spatial Development. The region also needs to analyse the ESDP both from methodology point of view and for its analysis and proposals. There are also other policy documents that are of great importance for the Northern Periphery Region and the subregions like the urban policy. Even if there are no big urban areas in this region it is of great importance that the small and medium sized urban centres in the region can develop their attractiveness and be more copettetive.

Project description

WP 1
Development of methods for Spatial Development in the Northern Periphery

Area. Analyse of the ESDP, VASAB and other policy documents. Best practice from other regions in EU. All partners have to take part.

WP 2
Pilot actions in each partners home region. Different development projects are 

carried out together with local and regional partners. Possible types of projects (with example from Västernorrland):

· Development Strategy for a region e.g. Spatial Development Plan for Västernorrland.

· Development cooperation between municipalities around urban regional centre e.g. Regional Enlargement Strategy for the Sundsvall Region.

· Spatial Development Strategy for tourist destinations e.g. the High Coast Area.

· Spatial Development Strategy for a new transport corridor e.g. the Bothnia Railway Corridor, Sundsvall-Umeå.

WP 3
Exchange of experience and knowledge from the pilot actions from the partners

and from best practice. Parallel to WP1 and 2. Report on methods and case studies for Spatial Development in the Northern Periphery Area. Spatial Development Conference inviting local and regional partners in the Northern periphery. 

From each participating region there should be partners both from local and regional level.

Partners

In Västernorrland County(not all of them are contacted yet): the County Administrative Board of Västernorrland, the Municipalities in the county, the County Council of Västernorrland, the Regional Road Administration, Regional Public Transport Authority, Mid Sweden University

Partners in other regions: open

