Interreg IIIB Northern Periphery Programme

Theme: ICT

Project Idea
Rural Health Provision in the Northern Periphery

Proposed Priority
1.2 or 3.1?

Contact Person / Workshop Facilitator
Linda Stewart, UHI or

Outi Snellman, University of the Arctic (to be decided)

E-mail
linda.stewart@uhi.ac.uk 

Phone
+44 (0) 1463 279302
Fax
+44 (0) 1463 279001

Project Description:

The key to retaining people and services is the reliability of the local medical assistance provision. In remote communities this can only be achieved in other health care professionals than GPs can obtain supplementary training to up their competency in order that full service cover becomes a reality. The project seeks to strengthen health service to individuals and households in order that they may remain in fragile communities outside population centres.   It will enable individuals who may not be mobile for social reasons to progress through continuing professional development and thereby strengthen recruitment and retention possibilities in remote areas by using ICT to run online courses at Learning Centres. 

Key goals:

1. Find the gaps through transnational collaboration where previous research is scrutinised and previous projects in related fields are brought in for consultation. 

2. Identify needs and clarify ways of best filling gaps in health care provision. 

3. Pilot the IT-based training programme for telemedical support developed under the REMEDY project (lead by Aberdeen University) in Learning Centres. 

4. Develop further CPD courses identified for underpinning knowledge and competency upgrading suitable for online delivery either at workplaces or through Learning Centres. 

Transnational co-operation is fundamental to NPP funding and the difficulty in recruiting and retaining personnel in the health care area is a well-known problem for all countries in the area. 

Among the proposed partners is the University of the Arctic, which covers a wide range of universities across the Northern Periphery Programme area and beyond.



Central Aim:

To fill gaps in the medical provision to rural and remote communities who rely on it for their very survival. 



Thematic key words(5 key words maximum)


Invited partner organisations
:

· Norwegian Centre for Telemedicine, University Hospital of North Norway, Tromsø, Norway (siri.birgitte.uldal@telemed.no)

· Oulu Polytechnic, School of Health and Social Care, Oulu, Finland (Kaijaleena.Serlo@oamk.fi)

· Centre for Arctic Medicine, Oulu, Finland (Juhani.Hassi@oulu.fi)

· Umeå University, Faculty of Medicine, Umeå, Sweden

· Rovaniemi Polytechnic, School of Health Care and Social Services (merja.ylipulli@ramk.fi)

· Northern State Medical University, Archangelsk, Russia (Yury Sumorokov, info@nsmu.ru)



� First contact will be made with these organisations by the project developers, with a view to them attending the Partenariat.





