Young Politicians Network for Spatial and Democratic Development

The general regional development work in Jämtland deals mainly with strategic and long-term issues for the future. We have discovered that there are too few young politicians younger than 30, involved in this work, despite the fact that it deals with political issues that they will eventually take over and have to deal with. We consider this as being a pilot project and as this in itself entails a fair amount of risk we have chosen partners we have had previous aquaintance with. All together the project comprises 35 participants, where 8 are from Jämtland (Sweden), 7 each from North respectively South Tröndelag (Norway) and 8 from Valga (Estonia). Over and above these there are 5 places currently vacant and available for another one or two countries. 

The concept of this project is to find a method, independent of national affiliation, to augment political engagement among young politicians, prevent them from dropping out, increase new recruitment. In the long run help spread interest in politics among young people in general. We are of the opinion that that young politicians are better than their older associates at making contact with the younger groups in our society. 

The project is divided into 3 WPs: 1) To improve skills and knowledge, 2) To improve real influence,  3) Evaluation and dissemination activities. Our method is to establish a network for improving skills and knowledge among young politicians where the national groups are linked to the local/regional decision-making processes in such a way that they are able to exert far more real influence than is possible at present. These political decisions have already been made in Jämtland and both of the Tröndelag“fylkes”. 

In Jämtland, the group will be linked to work with the growth programme and in Tröndelag to the respective regional development programmes. In Valga, there is a positive political resolution to include the group in their development programme, known as Vision 2010. In all of the four regions the groups will work in the fields of spatial planning and democratic development issues. These two areas make up the thematic framework within which the participants must work. Apart from this restriction the project plan allows them scope when planning the seminars.

The groups chosen have declared their desire for freedom of action in this. All participants must havemunicipal/county council political assignments as a basis. An evaluation process showing the method and results of what we have accomplished while at the same time it should be applicable for those wishing to tackle the problem of diminishing interest among young politicians independent of national affiliation, will follow the project.

