Interreg IIIB Northern Periphery Programme

Theme X: Political Networking

	Project Idea
	Northern Periphery Political Forum

	Proposed Priority
	3.  Community development

· 3.2 Public management and spatial planning

	Contact Person / Workshop Facilitator
	Greta Johansen

	E-mail
	johansen@lu.no

	Phone
	+47 75 50 34 25
	Fax
	+ 47 75 52 67 25

	Project Description:

	Based on experience from NPP so far, few politicians are directly involved in the program. This project seeks to invite regional politicians to a stronger involvement in the Northern Periphery program.  By establishing a Political Forum, the idea is to give regional politicians an opportunity to meet and discuss matters of importance of the Northern Periphery area and to have an influence on future programs for this area. The network will focus on

· exchange of experiences, 

· establish network and cooperation in the field of regional development,

· give input and content to EU’s Northern Dimension and discuss the need for a future Interreg IV B Northern Periphery.

· discussions and inputs to national level and EU on eligible criteria for regional support,

· etc.

Each participating country is given the opportunity to select a number of participants (politicians and from regional administration) to attend in 4-5 seminars during the period spring 2005 - autumn 2006. The seminars will focus on challenges and solutions in regional development within the area and identify common interests related to future activities. Politicians will be given the opportunity to influence on the topics during the partenariat in Bodø in May 2004.

Specialists from Research Institutes and/or Universities to carry out the seminars and run processes leading to common papers.



	Central Aim:

	· Establishing a creative network of regional politicians and other persons working with regional development.

· Increased knowledge of regional challenges and best practice between regions in the Northern Periphery area.

· Improving the competence in trans-national work and give input to future development of the Northern periphery program.


	

	

	Thematic key words(5 key words maximum)
	Regional development, exchange of best practice, political forum, network


