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Broadband in rural and remote areas – barriers and restrainers (Birra bar ;))

In most sparcely populated regions (practically whole NPP –area) the chance to access telecommunication networks especially through broadband connections is far more challenging and difficult than in centers. Main barrier is that market forces do not work in these conditions. However need for network connections and services through them are even more important and vital to people living in remote areas than near the services in centers. It is a matter of equality and democracy.

This dilemma needs a thorough study and change of experience between the peripheral regions in different countries. Even though the political strategies and broadband policy has been quite different from country to country there are numerous common features in the challenges, deployment, funding and social values related to broadband connections.

A comparative study to describe the bundle of problems and reasons behind them can provide solutions both in regional and national level as guidelines towards equal conditions in usage of telecommunication. Also comparing the methods and technologies used in broadband deployment can give valuable information for future strategies and plans. 

Equally important is to make an analysis of the service provision in networks. This analysis must involve both the public and private sector services and services to citizens. In the Finnish regions of Lapland and Kainuu exists several projects which can provide quite detailed information of services and users, for example Learning Regions Citizen Network. What kind of experiences regions have from regional and local portals as a media to digital services? How have municipalities used information technology as a tool to offer digital services?

Public access points has been tested and piloted with different models in all regions. What kind of experiences regions have from these experiments? How does the future and continuation look like? 

These subjects would offer an excellent platform for preparatory project which could define the subject matter into more practical level and carry on with more detailed project plan where some pilot actions could also be implemented.

It would be very important and interesting to compare the situation between every Nordic NPP country and Scotland.

Answers at least to following questions should be reached during the process:

· techniques/technologies used for network connections, especially broadband connections?

· Funding mechanism? Public / private money and partnership?

· Price of broadband to households?

· Services provided? Regional portals?

· User groups? Age, profession, education?

· Suggestions to catalyse the broadband supply (and demand?)

· Solutions to overcome the most common obstacles of broadband provision

· What kind of electronic services are most acute and important for people living in remote areas?

· …

